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Burma from injurious economic and financial results during
the period of transition, and suggested that agreements in
regard to trade and immigration of Indian labour into
Burma should be concluded between the present Govern-
ments of India and Burma. The importance of readjusting
commercial arrangements between India and separated
Burma may be realized from the volume of existing trade
between these two countries. Since 1930 the imports of
Indian cotton textiles into Burma have grown from 23
million yards in 1930-31 to 71 million yards in 1933-34—
an increase of over 300 per cent. Over one million Indians
reside in Burma.
The Constitution of Burma, the Committee pointed out,
must differ in many respects from that proposed for the
Indian Provinces. Politically, Burma was a quarter of a
century behind India. Strictly speaking, its Constitution
would not be autonomous in character although Burma
should be excluded from the legal definition of " colonies/'
The Burmese politicians in the Legislative Council opposed
the proposals as being totally inadequate and proposed that
Burma should enter the Indian Federation as an autonomous
provincial unit.
We must now make a reference to that indispensable
element, finance, in the future Constitution of India. It is
the very life-blood of government. We have noted how the
difficulties in finding the wherewithal for the working of the
Reforms of 1921 made the Dyarchical Constitution unpopular
and largely ineffective.
The Report of the Joint Select Committee gave an
estimate of the cost of the proposed constitutional changes.1
1 The Financial experts differ in their estimate in regard to the extra
cost of the new Constitution. Sir Malcolm Hailey put the figure between
seven and eight million pounds. Sir George Schuster, in his broadcast
speech (January 1935), gave an estimate of about £5,000,000, As regards
the budgetary position of the Provinces the figures presented to the House
of Commons {March 1935) show that, including Burma, six of the ten
Provinces had deficits of over ^2,000,000 in 1933-34 ; eight of the ten
had deficits of over ;£i,000,000 in 1934-35.

